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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

C

IN VEHICLE VENDING SYSTEM, LLC, and
DANIEL DAO,
Plaintiffs,
v.
U.S.A. VENDICAB, CORP. d/b/a YELLOW CAB
SLSJET MANAGEMENT, SIMON GARBER, SHAUN
GARBER, and VLADIMIR SHAPOSHNTKOV,

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

Defendants.

COMPLAINT
Plaintiffs In Vehicle Vending System, LLC ("IVS") and Daniel Dao (collectively
"Plaintiffs"), for their Complaint against defendants U.S.A. Vendicab Corporation ("Vendicab")
d/b/a Yellow Cab SLSJET Management ("Yellow Cab"), Simon Garber, Shaun Garber, and
Vladimir Shaposhnikov, by and through their respective undersigned attorneys, allege as
follows:
NATURE OF T H E ACTION
1.

This is a civil action for a declaratory judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201

and 2202 and Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 57, with respect to an actual controversy between
Plaintiffs and Defendants arising under the patent laws of the United States. Plaintiffs seek a
declaration that they do not infringe Defendants' patent-in-suit, as well as a determination that
this is an exceptional case pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 warranting the imposition of reasonable
attorney fees, expenses, costs, and all other and further monetary or equitable relief as this Court
deems just and proper against Defendants.
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T H E PARTIES
2.

Plaintiff IVS is a Delaware limited liability company with an office at 5621

Strand Blvd., Suite 209, Naples, Florida 34110.
3.

Plaintiff Daniel Dao is an individual with an address at 5621 Strand Blvd., Suite

209, Naples, Florida 34110.
4.

Upon information and belief, Defendant Vendicab, doing business as Yellow Cab,

is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of New York, with its principal place of
rd

business at 2205 43 Avenue, Long Island City, New York 11101.
5.

Upon information and belief, Defendant Simon Garber is an individual with an

address of 1 Morton Street, Penthouse AV, New York, NY 10014.
6.

Upon information and belief, Defendant Shaun Garber is an individual with an

address of 1 Morton Street, Penthouse AV, New York, NY 10014.
7.

Upon information and belief, Defendant Vladimir Shaposhnikov is an individual

with an address of 200 Corbin Place, Apt. 5N, Brooklyn, NY 11235.
JTJRISDICTION AND VENUE
8.

This action arises under the Declaratory Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and

2202, and the patent laws ofthe United States, Title 35 ofthe United States Code. This Court
has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a). This
Court has personal jurisdiction over Vendicab and Yellow Cab because they have their principal
place of business in the State of New York and conduct ongoing and substantial business in the
State of New York.
9.

This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant Simon Garber because he

resides in the State of New York.
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10.

This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant Shaun Garber because he

resides in the State of New York.
11.

This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant Vladimir Shaposhnikov

because he resides in the State of New York.
12.

Venue is proper in this District pursuant to28U.S.C.§1391(b).
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

13.

Upon information and belief, Vendicab and Yellow Cab are both owned and

operated by Simon Garber.
14.

Upon information and belief, Vendicab, Yellow Cab, Simon Garber, Shaun

Garber, and/or Mr. Shaposhnikov have sufficient right, title and/or interest in U.S. Patent No.
8,655,485 (the "'485 patent") (attached as Exhibit A) to bring suit for alleged infringement ofthe
patent.
15.

rVS was formed to lease and/or sell in-vehicle vending systems designed and

owned by IVS.
16.

Plamtiffs lease in-vehicle vending systems.

17.

Vendicab and Yellow Cab have brought suit against Plaintiffs in another action

pending in this District, No. 1:13-CV-07575 (JSR/GWG), alleging various torts relating to the
patent-in-suit.
18.

The design of the in-vehicle vending systems leased by Plaintiffs is thoroughly

different from the recited subject matter of any claim of the '485 patent.
19.

Nonetheless, Defendants have threatened to bring an action against Plaintiffs

alleging infringement of the '485 patent.
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20.

Furthermore, Defendants have served subpoenas to third parties who have

contracted to use Plaintiffs' in-vehicle vending systems, demanding to know whether these
parties have insurance policies covering claims of patent infringement.
21.

Plaintiffs do not make, use, or sell any device or use any method that infringes

any claim of the '485 patent.
22.

Defendants' allegations, statements, and/or actions have created a real and

reasonable apprehension in Plaintiffs that Defendants will sue Plaintiffs for infringement ofthe
'485 patent.
23.

An actual controversy exists between Plaintiffs and Defendants as to whether

Plaintiffs are infringing the '485 patent.
24.

Plaintiffs and Defendants have opposing interests of such immediacy that a

declaration of rights is warranted.
25.

A declaration of rights will serve the useful purpose of clarifying and settling the

legal relations at issue. A declaration of rights will also afford relief from the uncertainty,
insecurity, and controversy giving rise to these proceedings.
26.

Plaintiffs are entitled to a declaration that Plaintiffs' in-vehicle vending systems

do not infringe the '485 patent.
COUNT I - DECLARATORY JUDGMENT OF NONINFRINGEMENT
27.

Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in

paragraphs 1 through 26 above, as i f set forth fully herein.
28.

Plaintiffs do not infringe any claim of the '485 patent.

29.

Plaintiffs are entitled to entry of judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and

2202 declaring that Plaintiffs do not infringe any claim of the '485 patent.
i,
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R E L I E F REQUESTED
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs In Vehicle Vending System, LLC and Daniel Dao respectfully
requests this Court to enter a judgment:
A.

Declaring that Plaintiffs do not infringe any claim of U.S. Patent No. 8,655,485;

B.

Finding that this is an exceptional case pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 and awarding

Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney fees, expenses, and costs incurred in this action; and
C.

Awarding all other monetary or equitable relief, as this Court deems just and

proper.
DEMAND FOR J U R Y T R I A L
Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 3 8(b), Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury on all
issues triable of right by a jury.

Dated: April 11,2014
jtevif^Mr^rnith (KS9500)
WIGGIN AND DANA LLP
One Century Tower, P.O. Box 1832
NewHaven, CT 06510
Tele: (203) 498-4400
Facsimile: (203) 782-2889
ksmith@wiggin. com
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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EXHIBIT A
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ABSTRACT

A vending machine and associated control system in support
of vending one or more items to a passenger in a rear passenger salon of a taxicab includes a computer having a processor
and memory and a display arranged for viewing by the passenger. Code modules execute in the processor and provide
interactive selection controls on at least a portion of the display. The passenger can cause an item to be vended from a
remotely-located machine by interacting with the selection
controls. One code module communicates vended item cost
information to another module for inclusion in a calculation
of a total fare for the taxicab ride and any vended items. The
vending machine is preferably located in the taxicab trunk
and is arranged to deliver items into the passenger salon
through a rear deck of the taxicab. The vending machine can
be refrigerated using, in part, the taxicab's air-conditioning
system.
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VENDING MACHINE AND CONTROL
S Y S T E M F O R PASSENGER
VEHICLE-FOR-HIRE
CLAIM OF PRIORITY
This apphcation is a continuation-in-part of PCT application PCT/US2010/027762, entitled "Passenger,Vehicle-ForHire Vending Machine with Refrigeration," filed Mar. 18,
2010, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application
Nos. 61/161,288, entitled "Passenger Vehicle-For-Hire Vending Machine with Refrigeration," filed Mar. 18, 2009, and
61/230,417, entitled "Passenger Vehicle-For-Hire Vending
Machine with Refrigeration," filed Jul. 31, 2009, which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their respective entireties.
FIELD OF INVENTION
The present inventionrelates to vendmg machines installed
in passenger vehicles-for-hire (e.g., taxi cabs), andin particular to refrigerated vending machines that are designed for
m i n i m a l impact on the vehicle's passenger/load capacity and
control systems therefor.

impediment of the passengers' ingress and egress, and a
reduction in passenger load capacity.
The present invention provides a vending machine
arrangement and a control system especially adapted for use
5 by passengers with the salon of a taxicab.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic sectional view .of a taxi cab
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective front view of an air-conditioning system of a taxicab;
FIG. 3a illustrates a schematic sectional front view of
automatic equipment, according to the embodiment of FIG.
l;
FIG. 3b illustrates a schematic sectional view along C-C of
FIG. 3 a;
FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of the vending control
20 system;
FIG. 5a is a flow chart illustrating operation ofthe vending
control system;
FIG. 5b illustrates a diagram view of a user interface i n a
first condition; and
25
FIG. 5c illustrates a diagram view of a user interface i n a
second condition.
1 0
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
U.S. Pat. No. 3,172,713 of Rupert discloses a vending
machine incorporated into the back of a passenger seat. The 30
In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a
vending machine can vend small items, but does not accomrefrigerated vending system for installation in a taxicab is
provided. The taxicab has a driver area, a trunk area, and arear
modate refrigerated items.
passenger salon having a rear passenger seat. A refrigerated
U.S. Pat. No. 7,418,311 of Lagassey etal. discloses equipvending machine is located in the trunk area and the vending
ment that dispenses refreshing drinks and dry fruit from a
golf-cart. The disclosed vending machine, includes three 35 machine is capable of vending items stored within the vending machine. A n elevator is in communication with the refrigparts: a top part for holding snacks; a middle part for holding
erated vending machine and is in communication with the
beverages; andabottompartwhichis a refrigeration unit. The
rear passenger salon. The elevator receives a vended item
three parts are contained within a housing that fits within the
from the vending machine at a first position and is capable of
basket of a golf cart. Because of the large size of its housing,
Lagassey et al. discloses that the vending machine can be 40 moving a vended item to a second position that is accessible
from the rear passenger salon. The vending system includes
mounted on the roof of the golf cart, or towed behind in a
an user interface accessible from the rear passenger salon.
trailerunit. Such a configuration could be useful for a golf cart
The user interface has a display for displaying information
where passengers stay with the vehicle for a long time, while
and selection controls corresponding to the information disleaving from the vehicle to play the game. However, this
configuration is not suitable for the confines of a taxicab 45 played on the display. The vending system includes a processor, a memory, and at least one module comprising code
because the products would not be from within the passenger
stored in the memory and executable in the processor so as to
salon.
update the display with information concerning the items
U.S. Pat. No. 6,234,345 of Minh et al. discloses a vending
stored within the vending machine and respond to the selecmachine and cooling dispenser especially suited to environments with limited space. The dispenser is formed from two- 50 tion controls of the user interface by causing the vended item
to move to the first position and thereafter causing the elevator
pieces of rotary molded plastic having complimentary, serto move to the second position.
pentine surfaces which form a serpentine path when
In accordance with a different aspect of the invention, a
positioned against one another. Vending without selection
control system i n support of vending one or more items to a
buttons is achieved by way of cradles and an interlock system.
Mi tin et al. disclose a vending machine directed for use in a 55 passenger in a rear passenger salon of a taxicab is provided.
The control system comprises a computer having a processor
bus. However, a vending machine suitable for placement in a
and a memory and a display oriented toward the rear passencoach bus with capacity for up to fifty or more passengers is
ger salon for viewing by the passenger. The control system
not suitable for use in a taxi cab. The transportation vending
further includes a first code module stored in the memory and
machine of U.S. Pat. No. 6,234,345 has several disadvantages
which prohibit it from being a commercially viable installa- 60 executable in the processor so as to configure the processor to
receive information inrelation to transit ofthe passenger from
tion in a taxi cab. For example, taxi cabs in major cities and
one location to another and to calculate a fare. The control
their surrounds often have a security partition between the
system includes a second code module stored in the memory
front and rear seats. This partition results in a reduction in
and executable i n the processor so as to configure the procesavailable space for placement of the disclosed vending
machine. Any installation of Minn's vending machine in a 65 sor to present entertainment information to the passenger on
the display. The control system includes a third code module
taxi cab would be require significant alterations of the taxi
stored in the memory and executable in the processor so as to
cab's interior resulting i n decreased passenger comfort,
-
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configure the processor to provide interactive selection controls on at least a portion of the display. The third code module
responds to interaction with the selection controls by the
passenger by causing an item to be vended to the passenger
that corresponds to a use of the selection controls and pro- 5
vides the first code module with information in relation to a
cost ofthe item for inclusion in the calculation ofthe fare. The
third code module causes a control signal to issue to avending
machine within the taxicab concerning the item to be vended.
The control system includes a fourth code module stored in to
the memory and executable in the processor so as to configure
the processor to output for payment by the passenger the
calculated fare in view of the received information in relation
to the transit of the passenger and in view of the item vended
to the passenger, and to collect the calculated fare from the 15
passenger.
Further aspects, features, and advantages of the invention
can be appreciated from the accompanying description of
certain embodiments thereof, taken together with the accompanying drawing
figures.
20
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now to FIG. 2, the taxicab's air-conditioning system includes
a compressor 20, a condenser 21, an evaporator 22, and a
suction accumulator 23. A refrigerant gas flows between
these elements to provide air-conditioning for the taxicab in a
conventional manner. A n intake pipe 24 is connectedbetween
the taxicab' s condenser 21 and evaporator 22 via a T-connection 25. At least a portion of the refrigerant gas is diverted to
the vending machine 14. The portion of the diverted refrigerant enters an' evaporator that is a part of the vending machine
that provides cooling to the vending machine. A return pipe
26 returns the low pressure diverted refrigerant back to the
taxicab's air-conditioning system downstream of the taxicab's evaporator 22 via aT-connection27. Both the diverted
refrigerant gas and refrigerant gas that remained in the taxi's
air-conditioning system enter the suction accumulator 23.
The gas is then compressed via compressor 20 and enters the
condenser 21 where the heat exits the system. The cycle is
then repeated. Accordingly, a portion of the refrigerant
bypasses the taxicab's evaporator 22 and enters an evaporator
in the vending machine 14 in order to provide cooling to the
vending machine. Copending application PCT/US2010/
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
027762 provides further details of the components and functioning of me vending machine 14, which is incorporated by
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION
reference i n its entirety as if set for herein.
Embodiments of the present invention provide animprove- 25
The vending machine 14 can therefore be connected to the
ment of service to taxicab passengers by making available for
taxicab's existing air-conditioning system with relatively
purchase cool soft drinks, snacks and some non-food miscellittle modification. The T-connections are added and additional refrigerant gas is added to the system to accommodate
laneous items through a convenient passenger-machine interface. Embodiments of the invention address the problems of
for the extension tubes leading the vending machine and the
the above-discussed prior art to create a refrigerator and vend- 30 need to divert a portion of the gas to the evaporator of the
vending machine. In addition, a valve, such an electromaging machine that can be accommodated in the very limited
space of taxi cab without needing to make any serious reconnetic solenoid valve, is added to the system so that the taxicab's evaporator 22 can be completely bypassed when airstruction of the vehicle or encroachment on the passenger
conditioning is not desired, e.g., in the winter. Accordingly,
salon. One such embodiment is extra flat and adaptable configuration of equipment that includes a vending machine 35 refrigerant gas can continue to enter the vending machine's
evaporator to keep the vending machine cool, but does not
located in the trunk of the taxicab. Embodiments ofthe invenenter the taxicab evaporator 22 so that unwanted air-cooling
tion address the problems of the above-discussed prior art to
in side the taxicab does not occur.
provide a unified payment system to account for the passenReferring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the vending machine 14 is
ger ride and any vended item costs.
FIG. 1 illustrates a taxicab 2 that includes a front passenger 40 mounted horizontally in the trunk area 10 ofthe taxicab and at
a slight inclination. The vending machine 14 is similar to the
seat 4 and a rearpassenger seat 6 separated by a divider 8. The
vending machine described in the copending apphcation
divider many not be present i n all taxicabs. The taxicab
PCT/US2010/027762, and further includes an elevator 30 for
includes a trunk area 10. A rear deck 12 extends behind the
hfting the vended items from a first position in the trunk area
passenger seat 6 and separates the rearpassenger salon 7 from
the trunk area 10. The speakers forthe car's radio system are 45 10 to a second position that is accessible from the rear passenger salon 7. The elevator can comprise a duct 31, a soletypically mounted to opposite sides of the rear deck 12 in
noid 34, and an access compartment 32. The duct 31 has a
many cars. A vending machine 14 is located in the trunk 10
lower portion that is communication with the vending
and is located at least partially underneath the rear deck 12.
machine 14. The solenoid 34 is located atthe lower portion of
The rear deck 12 includes an access sothatcompartment32of
the vending machine 14 can extend above the rear deck 12 so 50 the duct 31 and lifts a vended item 35a upwardly through the
duct 31. The duct 31 extends upwardly through the rear deck
that it is accessible by a passenger seated in rear seat 6 in the
12. The access compartment 32 is connected to an tipper
passenger salon 7. The taxicab 2 also includes a user interface
portion of the duct 31. As discussed below, the vending
16 and a fare meter 18. The user interface 16 can be supported
machine is in communication with a control system that
by the divider 8, i f present, or otherwise mounted for access
within the passenger salon. For example, the user interface 55 allows a passenger to view and select the items contained i n
the vending machine while the vending machine itself is
can be supported from the rear of a seat that is in front of the
remotely located in the trunk or elsewhere. When one of the
passenger, such as the driver or front passenger seat, or in the
vending items is selected for vending by the passenger a
case of a taxicab having multiple rows of rear passenger seats
signal is sent from the control system to the vending machine
(e.g., in a minivan or sport utility vehicle), the vending
machine can be supported on the rear of one of the passenger 60 that causes the vending machine to vend the selected item.
Once the vending machine receives the signal, one of the
seats. The user interface 16 can also be supported at other
selected vending items 35a is pushed by spring 33 to a posilocations in fhe taxicab such that it is accessible from the rear
tion over the solenoid 34. The movement ofthe selected item
passenger salon 7.
to the position over the solenoid 34 comprises conventional
The vending machine 14 can include its own refrigeration
system or, optionally, the vending machine 14 can be con- 65 manipulation understood by those of skill in the art and will
vary depending ontheparticular vendingmachine implemennected to the taxicab's air-conditioning system in order to
provide at least part of the refrigeration system. Referring
tation chosen. The solenoid 34 lifts the item 35a upwardly
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compared to the relevant rate for the taxi ride. A fourth code
through the duct 31 until the item enters the access compartment 32. The access compartment 32 is optionally provided
module configures the processor to output for payment by the
with a door 37. When the item reaches the access compartpassenger the calculated fare in view of me received informament 30 fhe passenger can open the door 37 and remove the
tion in relation to the transit of the passenger and in view of
vended item 35a. Alternatively, the access compartment 30
theitemvendedtothepassenger, andto collect the calculated
can receive and hold the item until the passenger takes the
fare from the passenger.
item. The vending machine can send a signal to the control
As such, the various code modules can communicate
system indicating that the vending item is in compartment 3 0
through the computer or a local connection to the fare meter
and is ready for the passenger. The control system can than
and/or vending machine in order to cooperate to vend items
cause an alert to he displayed telling the passenger where it
and provide a unified p ay ment option to the p as sengers for the
can receive the vended item. A sleeve 36 may optionally be
ride and any vended items.
provided to hold irregularly shaped items. The sleeve 36
Referring now to FIGS. 5A-5C, an example of operation of
assists in the transport of moving items of various shapes and
the vending control system is described, such as from the
sizes within the duct 31 ofthe elevator 30.
execution of the third code module. When a passenger enters
Referring now to FIG. 4, a control system is described that
the taxicab, the fare meter 18 is started by the driver. At step
supports the vending of one or more items to a passenger
51 the computer with the software modules operating therein
located in a rear passenger salon of a taxicab. The control
receives information from the fare meter that the trip has
system includes a computer 42 that has a processor 44 and a
started. A t step 52 the display is initialized by the computer
memory 46. The computer 42 is in communication with auser
interface 16 that includes a display 48 that is oriented toward 20 and at step 53 the display displays entertainment information
to the passenger. In addition to displaying the entertainment
the rear passenger salon for viewing by the passenger and
information, the display displays a selection control at step 54
selection controls 49. Alternatively, the selection controls can
be provided in the form of selectable buttons or switches
prompting fhe passenger i f he or she would like to view
located adjacent the display 48. The display 48 can be a touch
vending machine information. At this point, the display 48
screen display that can be configured to display selection 25 can be configured as shown i n FIG. 5B such that the entercontrols such that touching the screen operates to select the
tainment information is displayed in a first window 65 on a
selection controls. The computer 42 is in communication with
portion of the display and a selection control 66 displayed on
the fare meter 18 in orderto receive informationrelating to the
another portion of the display. If the passenger wishes to view
transit ofthe passenger from one location to another and fhe
fhe items that are available for vending, the passenger touches
associated fare. The computer 42 is also in communication 30 the selection control 66 displayed on the display. If the paswith the vending machine 14 located within the taxicab in
senger touches the selection control 66, the system proceeds
order to send signals to the vending machine that cause the
to step 55 in which a plurality of selection controls 67a-/are
vending machine to vend an item. Inpart, the computer 42 cab
displayed on the display that correspond to items A-F that are
be part of a conventional system for providing in salon entercontained in the vending machine and are available for vendtainment and/or collecting a farepaymentfromthepassenger. 35 ing to the passenger. Items A-F can be various drinks, food
Inrelevantpart, the computer executes code that implements
items, or non-food items that are contained in the vending
a control scheme as described next.
machine. At step 56, the passenger can select a desired item
The computer 42 includes a plurality of code modules
by touching one ofthe selection controls 67a-/on the display.
stored in the memory and executable in the processor to
I f the passenger selects a desired item, the system proceeds to
perform the functionality described below. While plural code 40 step 57 in which the cost of the selected item is determined.
modules are described, fhe code can be included i n a single
The impact on fhe total mount owing for fhe taxi ride and any
program or in additional or fewer modules than in the
vended items is calculated at step 60, which is discussed
example that follows. A first code module configures the
below. The system proceeds to step 58 in which a control
processor to receive information from the fare meter 18 in
signal is sent to the vending machine that causes the selected
relation to "transit of the passenger from one location to 45 item to be vended. After the itemis vended, the systemreturns
another and to calculate a fare. I n other words, a "taxi meter"
back to step 53 and the passenger can select further items, i f
as known in the art tracks movement of the taxicab as well as
desired.
the passage of time (e.g. when the taxi is idle), and applies
If the vending prompt is not selected at step 54 or an item
relevant rates from a schedule or otherwise to calculate the
is not selected at step 56, the system proceeds to step 59 in
fare owed by the passenger. The taxi meter can calculate the 50 which the system checks to see i f the trip has ended. I f the trip
fare and provide it to the first code module, but the final fare,
has not ended, the system returns back to step 53. If the trip
as described below, will take into account any vended items.
has ended, fhe total fare is calculated at step 60. At step 60
A second, optional code module configures the processor
information relating the cost of fhe trip is received from the
to present entertainment information to the passenger on the
fare meter and/or the first code module and information relatdisplay. The entertainment information can be in the form of 55 ingtothecostofitemsthathavebeenvendedisreceived, such
short television clips, news videos, or internet access. A third
as from the third code module described above, and these
code module configures the processor to provide interactive
costs are added to calculate the total amount that is to be
selection controls on at least a portion ofthe display, wherein
collected from the passenger. The cost of the trip may also
the display is a touch screen display. The third code module
include additional surcharges or cost structures such as a
responds to interaction with the selection controls by the 60 surcharge for additional passengers, differing cost structures
passenger by causing a control signal to issue to a vending
i f the trip passes through certain zones, or i f the trip occurs at
machine within the taxicab concerning the item to be vended
night.Atstep 61 the total cost is presented to the passengerfor
to the passenger that corresponds to the use ofthe selection
collection ofthe appropriate amount of money, such as by the
controls. The third code module provides the first code modfourth code module described above. The money can be colule with information in relation to a cost of the item for 65 lected via the processing of a credit card or money can be
inclusion in the calculation of the fare that is to be charged to
collected by the driver. Collectionis by thepassenger swiping
the passenger. This causes the final fare amount to change as
or otherwise identifying a selected credit or debit card for
5
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processing the total cost as a single transaction. Alternatively,
the passenger can bay the total amount in cash.
After the taxi driver's shift is over, the computer can then
provide the driver separate receipt totals for the total sales
relating to transportation of passengers, tips, and the total 5
sales relating to the vending of items. The separate receipts
totals will help the taxi driver if the taxi driver both leases the
taxicab and the vending machine equipment and needs to pay
separate parties.
One ofthe many advantages of the vending system ofthe io
present invention is thatthetrip fare and the vending costs are
collected together. This provides convenience to the passenger because there is no need pay separate transactions for the
vending of items and the trip costs. The payment can be
collected in one step. In addition, me vending machine can be 15
integrated into existing systems i n the taxicab, for instance,
the interface 16 can provide signals, via the forth code module, back to the fare meter to print a receipt for the passenger
that has the total amount paid for the trip, any vended items,
and the tip. Optionally, the cost of vended items and/orthe tip 20
can be combined into a single amount that has been paid to
have a receipt without breakdowns of costs. As shown in FIG.
2 and discus sed above, the vending machine can be integrated
into the taxicab's existing air-condition system with relatively minor modifications.
25
The invention claimed is:
1. A refrigerated vending system for installation in a taxicab, the taxicab having a driver area, a trunk area, and a rear
passenger salon having a rear passenger seat, the vending
system comprising:
30
a refrigerated vending machine disposed in the trunk area,
the vending machine being capable of vending items
stored within the vending machine;
an elevator in communication with the refrigerated vend- .
ing machine and in communication with the rear pas- 35
senger salon, wherein the elevator receives a vended
item from the vending machine at a first position in the
trunk area and is capable of moving a vended item to a
second position that is accessible from the rear passenger salon;
40
wherein the taxicab includes a rear deck extending behind
the rear passenger seat and separating the trunk area and
the rear passenger salon, the elevator having a duct that
has one end in communication with the vending
machine and the duct extends through an access defined 45
by the rear deck into the passenger salon at a location
behind the rearpassenger seat so thatthe other end of the
duct is in communication with the rear passenger salon;
a user interface accessible from the rear passenger salon,
the user interface having a display for displaying infor- 50
mation and selection controls corresponding to the
information displayed on the display; .
a processor;
a memory;
at least one module comprising code stored in the memory 55
and executable in the processor so as to:
update the display with information concerning the
items stored within the vending machine; and
respond to the selection controls of the user interface by
causing the vended item to move to the first position 60
and thereafter causing the elevator to move to the
second position.
2. The refrigerated vending system of claim 1, wherein the
elevator further includes a solenoid that moves the vended
item in the duet from the first position to the second position. 65
3. The refri gerated vending system of claim 2, wherein the
elevator further includes an access compartment in commu-

8
nication with the other end of the duct, the. access compartment being sized and shaped to receive and store the vending
item in the second position.
4. The refrigerated vending system of claim 1, wherein fhe
display is a touch screen display that senses passenger interaction with the touch screen.
5. The refrigerated vending system of claim 1, wherein the
at least one module further comprises code stored in the
memory and executable in the processor so as to:
update the display with alert information indicating that an
item has been vended.
6. A control system in support of vending one or more items
to a passenger in a rear passenger salon ofataxicab, comprising:
a computer having a processor and a memory;
a display orientedtoward the rearpassenger salonforviewing by the passenger;
a first code module stored in the memory and executable in
the processor so as to configure the processor to receive
information in relation to transit of the passenger from
one location to another and to calculate a fare;
a second code module stored in the memory and executable
in. the processor so as to configure the processor to
present entertainment information to the passenger on
the display;
a third code module stored in the memory and executable in
the processor so as to configure the processor to provide
interactive selection controls on at least a portion of the
display,
wherein the third code module responds to interaction with
the selection controls by the passenger by causing an
item to be vended to the passenger that corresponds to
the use of the selection controls and provides the first
code module with information inrelation to a cost of the
item for inclusion i n the calculation of the fare, and
wherein the third code module causes a control signal to
issue to a vending machine disposed in a trunk area of
the taxicab concerning the item to be vended, the vending machine having an elevator in communication with
the rear passenger salon, wherein the elevator moves the
item to be vended from the trunk area to the rear passenger salon;
wherein the taxicab includes a rear deck extending behind
the rear passenger seat and separating the trunk area and
the rear passenger salon, the elevator having a duct that
has one end in communication with the vending
machine andthe duct extends through an access defined
by the rear deck into the passenger salon at a location
behind the rearpassenger seat so thatthe other end ofthe
duct is in communication with the rear passenger salon;
and
a fourth code module stored in the memory and executable
in the processor so as to configure the processor to output
forpaymentby the passengerthe calculated fare view of
the received information in relation to the transit of the
passenger and in view ofthe item vended to the passenger, and to collectthe calculated fare from thepassenger.
7. The system of claim 6, wherein the vending machine is
refrigerated.
8. The system of claim 6, wherein the elevator receives the
item from the vending machine at a first position and moves
the item to a second position that is accessible from fhe rear
passenger salon.
9. The system of claim 8, wherein the vending machine
responds to control signal by causing the item to move to the
firstpositionandthereafter causing the elevatorto move to the
second position.
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10. The system of claim 6, wherein the third code module
configures the processor to provide the interactive selection
controls on the portion of the display together with the presentation of entertainment information.
11. The system of claim 6, wherein the third code module 5
configures the processor to provide the interactive selection
controls on the portion ofthe display in lieu of the presentation of entertainment information.
12. The system of claim 6, wherein the first code module
further configures the processor to calculate the fare so as to io
include a surcharge for one or more additional passengers.
13. The system of claim 6, wherein the first code module
further configures the processor to calculate the fare so as to
include a surcharge for one or more additional zones.
14. The system of claim 6, wherein the first code module 15
further configures the processor to calculate the fare so as to
include a nighttime surcharge.
if:
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