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athleen Flynn Peterson sealed her reputation in the mid-1980s,
winning a $4.6 million birth-injury case. Thirty years later, she’s
still at it, securing $4.25 million for a family after the mother’s
alleged negligent care during labor and delivery resulted in developmental delays and cerebral palsy for her child.
The dollar signs may be dazzling, but this obstetrical-nurse-turned-lawyer likes that type of case for “the medicine of
it” and for the opportunity to make a difference in the life of a family.
In 2015, she worked with law partner Brandon Thompson, and her
son, Robins Kaplan associate Colin Peterson, to obtain a $5.6 million
settlement at mediation for a 3-year-old North Dakota child. The little
girl suffered a brain injury due to lack of oxygen during her birth, resulting in cerebral palsy, permanent neurological injuries, and developmental delays.
“It’s a really special privilege to be able to practice with your son,”
Flynn Peterson said.
Her med mal and personal injury practice at Robins Kaplan includes
non-obstetrical cases as well. Last year, she resolved a case in mediation for $9.5 million for a 51-year-old woman who suffered a catastrophic brain injury following a failed tracheostomy procedure. She
also represented a 43-year-old woman who suffered a catastrophic
injury after what should have been a relatively simple surgical procedure to repair a nerve injury. The woman lost all use of her dominant
arm, developed an unrelentingly painful nerve disorder, and had to
withdraw from her Ph.D. program at the University of Minnesota. Flynn
Peterson secured a $5.075 million settlement to help the woman pay
for care for the rest of her life.
From September through December alone, Flynn Peterson won $25
million for her clients. Despite her busy schedule, she holds leadership
positions in multiple invitation-only professional organizations, including the American College of Trial Lawyers, the International Academy
of Trial Lawyers, the International Society of Barristers, and the American Board of Trial Advocates.
Last fall, the American College of Trial Lawyers elected Flynn Peterson to its board of regents. She is one of only two candidates from
the state of Minnesota to ever be elected. She also recently joined
the Lawyers’ Committee for the National Center for State Courts, and
serves as president of the Pound Civil Justice Institute, a national
legal “think tank” created by pioneering members of the trial bar and
dedicated to ensuring access to justice for ordinary citizens.
At age 60, Flynn Peterson admits she could be slowing down. She
remains committed not only to her clients, but also to the advancement of women trial lawyers. She has served in admissions positions in
the invitation-only legal organizations and pushed for women’s inclusion. Flynn Peterson tells the female candidates they should not only
accept, but also show up so the organizations will induct more women.
“There aren’t that many women who are trial lawyers in my field
who have done it as long as I have in a first-chair capacity, and any
one of these organizations are all white men,” she said. “I don’t have
an ethnic diversity. I’m Caucasian. So I do it and I do a damn good job
every time I do it.”
—Nancy Crotti
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