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when the I-35W Bridge collapsed in Minneapolis, Robins,
Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi took the lead forming a 17 law firm
consortium to provide legal services to the over 100 survivors
and those who lost loved ones. In 2009, the firm helped secure
a legislatively created $37 million compensation fund for
survivors and those who lost loved ones. In total, more than
$77 million was recovered for survivors and those who lost
loved ones. Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi attorneys and staft
devoted more than 20,000 pro bono hours to the case.

ON ROBINS, KAPLAN, MILLER & CIRESI'S BUSINESS FOCUS

Whether it is IP litigation, business litigation, antitrust,
financial, insurance or others, Denham says the firm’s national
presence is strong, having more than 220 attorneys in six cities:
Minneapolis, New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Boston and
Naples, Fla.

In intellectual property, many of the firm’s attorneys have
scientific degrees and they are supported by a group of in-
house doctorate science advisors. The practice spans many
disciplines, including patent litigation, copyright, trade
secret, IP monetization and life sciences, which is a focus for
the Atlanta office because of the prominence of that industry
in Atlanta.

Another industry that has been expanding in Georgia
recently is the entertainment and gaming industry. Georgia has
become a major center for movie and television production,
music and game development. Denham says Robins, Kaplan,
Miller & Ciresi has been handling disputes in this area through
the entertainment and media practices in the Los Angeles
and New York offices. This is an area the local office plans to
develop further in Georgia.

Denham’s own practice is in business litigation of all kinds.

A big part of that practice over the last two decades has been
health care litigation. The health care industry is a large
and growing part of this country’s economy, it is a complex
industry, and it is changing rapidly. This is another area viewed
as a growth opportunity by the firm.

But, his practice is not confined to health care litigation.
He has litigated many types of business litigation cases over
the years. The variety of that kind of practice provides the
stimulation of learning about a variety of industries and
businesses. He particularly enjoys learning about a client’s
business, working with the client to handle disputes in a way
that advances the client’s business objectives, and telling the
client’s story. “Even though we call it business litigation, we are
in the storytelling business. We tell our client’s story.”

ONTHE FIRM’S EXPANSION OF THE ATLANTA OFFICE

Denham says the Atlanta office is expanding and the firm is
looking to add several attorneys in the business litigation and
IP litigation practices. But he isn’t looking for just anyone.

“We are looking for outstanding litigation attorneys who
have practices that complement our existing practices and
who also fit in with the culture of the firm. In turn, we can
offer candidates an opportunity to expand and develop
their practices by capitalizing on the benefits that the firm’s
reputation, geographic reach and support can provide. It may
be a challenge to find people who meet our high standards, but
we are committed to doing so.”

ONWHAT DISTINGUISHES THE ATLANTA OFFICE

Denham says the Atlanta office offers the benefits of a
small office within a large firm. According to him, the office
functions in a collaborative environment with associates
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actively participating in the planning and development of
business. It his job to ensure that associates get the work they
need to attain their career goals.

“They work jointly with the partners in setting goals and
carrying out the goals. They receive the training and support
that the firm provides and have the opportunity to collaborate
with partners and associates in other offices through work
opportunities and an annual meeting for all firm attorneys.”

Equally important to Denham? “Several of the Atlanta office’s
staff members have been with the firm for more than 20 years.”

ONTHE ATLANTA OFFICE'S COMMUNITY SERVICE

Denham explains how the Atlanta office shares the firm’s
commitment to community service. “Our attorneys participate
in many community and pro bono activities. For example, one
of our partners is on the board of the Atlanta Legal Aid Society
and our attorneys are involved in Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers
Foundation. One associate was recently named Volunteer of
the Year by Georgia Truancy Intervention Project. In addition
to our attorneys serving on boards and committees, we also
sponsor bar and community functions.”

ONTHE CHALLENGES OF BEING AN ATTORNEY

Denham admits that litigation is a mentally, emotionally and
even sometimes physically demanding profession.

“You are constantly learning new things and the subject
matter is often challenging. You become totally invested
in your clients and their cause. Litigation is an emotional
thing for them and you share that experience with them. But
with the demands of the profession come the rewards. It is
satisfying to form a relationship with the client, to learn his
business, and to handle his disputes in a way that advances his
business objectives. The client relationships you form often last
many years.

ON HIS PERSONAL INTERESTS

Denham has an interest in wine and travel, and often
combines the two by visiting wine producing areas. He says
one of his goals this year is to formalize his wine knowledge by
obtaining a certification from a wine education organization.
He also enjoys reading, particularly fiction, both popular and
classic and hopes one day to write his own book—perhaps
when he’s not so always on the fly.

Partner J. Scott Culpepper, Partner William H.
Stanhope & Managing Partner Robert Denham
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At a Glance

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, L.L.P.
1201 West Peachtree Street, Suite 2200
Atlanta, GA 30309

(404) 760-4300

www.rkmc.com

Other Locations
Boston
Los Angeles
Minneapolis
Naples
New York

The Firm

e 91 Partners

e 104 Associates

o 25 0f Counsel

o 357 Staff Members

Practice Areas
Intellectual Property Litigation
Complex Business Litigation
Insurance Litigation
Mass Tort

Community Involvement
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Foundation for Children
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.
Private Foundation
More than 7 percent of billable time
contributed to pro bono work

Awards
Awesome Opponent, BTI (2013)
Intellectual Property Firm of the
Year-Midwest, Inaugural U.S. Benchmark
Annual Awards (2013)
Ranked #8 for Pro Bono,
The American Lawyer (2012)
2013 Corporate Equality Index,
The Human Rights Campaign
Foundation (2012)
2012 Diversity Leader Award,
Profiles in Diversity



