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Outline 

1. Introduction 
a. Terminology 
b. Why you should care about this issue 

2. File formatting 
a. Searchable PDF (official court record) 
b. Non-fixed format file (optional secondary filing) 
c. Visual images embedded in briefs 

 

 



Outline 

3. Text density, fonts and readability 
a. Text density (line spacing, margins and alignment) 
b. Font and font size 
c. Emphasis 

4. Internal navigation 
a. Page or paragraph numbering 
b. Bookmarks and internal hyperlinks 

 

 



Outline 

5. Hyperlinks to legal authorities, record materials 
and the Internet 

a. Global solution (legal and record citations) 
b. Hyperlinking to specific types of sources 

6. Best practices for implementation 
a. Rulemaking 
b. Interim rules, administrative orders, public 

announcements and phased introduction 
c. Training and education 
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Page or Paragraph Numbering 



 
 
 
 
 

Page or Paragraph Numbering 

Paragraph numbering  
is easily accomplished by 
creating a Word style with 
paragraph numbering that is 
used only for the text paragraphs 
that should be numbered.  
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Rulemaking 



Interim Rules 



Training and Education 



 
 
 Council of Appellate Lawyers “Recommendation for Appellate Courts 

to Improve the Readability and Functionality of E-Briefs” (Nov. 2016) 
(attached)  

 Friend, Joe. “Why Did Microsoft Change The Default Font To Calibri?” 
Forbes.com (18 Dec. 2013).  

 Requirements and Suggestions for Typography in Briefs and Other 
Papers.  In Practitioner’s Handbook for Appeals. 2014 ed. Chapter 
XXIII, pp. 128-134 United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit (2014).  

 Pernice, Kara, Whitenton, Kathryn and Nielsen, Jakob. “How People 
Read on the Web – The Eyetracking Evidence.” Nielsen Norman Group 
(2014) 

 Nielsen, Jakob. “F-Shaped Pattern for Reading Web Content.” 
NNGroup.com (17 Apr. 2006). 

 Nielsen, Jakob. “Banner Blindness:  Old and New Findings.” 
NNGroup.com (20 Aug. 2007). 

Additional Resources 



 
 
 Scarinci, Donald. “Can iPads Improve Efficiency in the Courtroom?” 

NJ.com. (11 Nov. 2014).  
 Ward, Raymond P. “How U.S. 5th Circuit Judges Read Briefs.” 

Louisiana Civil Appeals (08 Oct. 2013). 
 Butterick, Matthew and Garner, Bryan A. Typography for Lawyers. 

Houston, TX: Jones McClure, 2010. 
 Bringhurst, Robert. The Elements of Typographic Style. 4th ed. (Version 

4.0) Point Roberts, WA: Hartley & Marks, 2004. 
 Kenny, Brendan. “Hey Hey, Ho Ho, 19th Century Fonts Have Got to 

Go.” Lawerist.com (15 Aug. 2016). 
 The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. Chicago, IL: Univ. of Chicago, 

2003. 
 Felici, James. The Complete Manual of Typography: A Guide to Setting 

Perfect Type, Berkeley, CA: Peachpit, 2003. 
 Garner, Bryan A. The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing in 

Trial and Appellate Court. 2d ed. New York: Oxford UP, 2004. 

Additional Resources 



 Magnuson, Eric J. and Thumma, Samuel A. “Prospects and Problems 
Associated with Technological Change in Appellate Courts: 
Envisioning the Appeal of the Future.” 15 J. App. Practice and Process 
(Spring 2014).  

 Sansone, Gina M. and Reissner, Howard J. “ABA Requires Lawyers to 
Understand Technology.” CorporateCounsel.law.com  (23 July 2013). 

 Perlman, Andrew. “The Twenty-First Century Lawyer’s Evolving Duty 
of Competence.” The Professional Lawyer. Vol. 22.4. ABA.org. (2014).  

Additional Resources 
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